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a rusty stain, resulting probably from the fissures on that side 
having' been exposed to the air, and consequently decomposed. 
Of the exfoliation so common in exposed granite in the Pinang 
hills, I saw no trace on any of the rocks here. 

As we pulled away from this place and looked back, even the 
want of light and shade, and the heavy rain that was falling, did 
not prevent our acknowledging that it possessed a character of 
picturesque beauty of a very pleasing and uncommon kind. The 
forest-trees in Singapiir do not in general attain sufficient size to 
assume that air of grandeur which distinguishes those on the Pinang 
mountains, and they are so blended with the undenvood, which 
grows up like a thick crop of rank weeds around them, and so 
interwoven by creeping and pendant plants into a dense mass of 
green, that their individuality is lost. At this spot, however, many 
trees rise up in all their natural strength and beauty, and expand 
in mid-air in their full proportions. The number of double or 
married trees (as they are called) congregated at this place was 
indeed remarkable; and when we recollect that the Hindiis, who, 
in remote ages, occupied a great part of these regions, as is shown 
by their ancient Zaba on the River Johor, which flows into the 
strait between Pulo U'bin and Puio Tukong, either selected the 
neighbourhood of such trees for the sites of temples, or planted 
them where they do not grow naturally, it is again difficult to 
resist a momentary belief that these grey pillared and fluted rocks 
are really the remains of some great temple overborne by many 
centuries of desolation . 

In the strait, which should have been mentioned previously, is 
Giinong Bii, a broad pyramidal hill, which, as we approached the 
E. extremity of Pulo U'bin, and the wide estuary of the Johor River, 
on the left of the old Singapiir Strait (Salat Tambrok), was seen 
at an apparent distance of 5 or 6 miles. It is termed by seamen 
Little Johor Hill, but forms one of the most prominent landmarks 
on entering the Strait of Singapiir from the China Sea. 



XIX. — On the Site of Ashtaroth. By Captain Newbold, 
H.EI.M.S., F.G.S., &c. &c. 

Introduction. — Mezarib, a castle, with a small village, distant 3 
days' journey S. by W. from Damascus, is marked in modern 
maps as the site of Ashtaroth, the capital of Og, king of Bashan 
[Joshua ix. 10]. This opinion seems to have originated with 
Colonel Leake, who, in his preface to Burckhardt's 'Travels in 
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Syria and the Holy Land' (p. xii.), has clearly shown that the 
site of Ashtaroth cannot be far from that of Mezan'b. 

During an excursion in Hauran,* last winter, I passed a night 
in the castle of Mezan'b, and was agreeably surprised to hear the 
name of Tel-el-' Ashtereh [the hill of 'Ashterehf ] mentioned by 
the sheikh in his enumeration of the ruins in the vicinity of 
Mezarib. Circumstances not permitting me to visit it at that 
time, I passed on direct to Omm Ke'is without examining the 
locality; but, on returning from Palmyra to Damascus, I visited 
Hauran and Leja again, and proceeded to Tel 'Ashtereh, through 
Saname'in and Nawa ; the particulars of which route are given at 
the end of this paper. The bearings were taken with a prismatic 
compass by Troughton and Simms ; and the principal angles 
corrected by a box-sextant. In June, 1846, I found the variation 
of the compass to be 8' 15''W. My travelling rate, on horse- 
back, was 3^ miles per hour. 

Tel 'Ashtereh is a large mound, partly natural, partly artificial, 
in the midst of a vast plain, at the distance of 2 h. 2-5 m. ordinary 
travelling [7^ miles], nearly S.S.W. from Nawa, between it and 
Mezarib, from which latter place it bears W. 34° N., and is 
about 1 h. 35 m. distant [5 miles]. It lies about 1^ h. from 
Adhra'at [vulgo, Dra'^], the ancient Adraa, or Edre'i, a little to 
the right of a line drawn from that place to A'bil (Abila) ; a 
position which nearly coincides with that assigned by Eusebius 
to Ashtaroth, which, he says, is 6 miles from Adraa, lying be- 
tween it and Abila, and 25 miles from Bostra J 

The circumference of Tel 'Ashtereh is more than half a mile, 
and its height from 50 to 100 feet. Its base is formed of trap- 
rock ; and its upper part is covered with a peculiar dark ash- 
coloured soil, mingled with stones and fragments of ancient pot- 
tery, such as are invariably found on sites of the most ancient 
places in Syria, and are particularly observable on the mounds 
and barrows so thickly scattered over the plain now occupied by 
Turkomans, between Antioch and Aleppo. Near the base of 
this hill, ancient foundations of massive stones, hewn and unhewn, 
can be distinctly traced. 

In the soil of the surrounding plain, numerous fragments of 
stone and pottery show that it is the site of an ancient town, of 

* Capf. Newbold says the Hauran ; but this Germanism of Burckliardt should not 
liave been left unaltered by Col. Leake. We might, with equal propriety, say the 
Mecca, the Sham, the Be'irfit, &c. The continual recurrence ol such Ibreign'idioms in 
newspapers lias familiarized our ears to the Caucasus ; and some writers, who ought to 
know better, write the Taurus, &c. Would they say the Snowdon, the Ben Lomond ? 
— F. S. 

t 'Ashtereh, or 'Ashtarah, is the singular of 'Ashtaroth. — F. S. 

I Ueland, Palestina, p. 598, Col. Leake, in Pref. to Burckhaidt's Syria, p. xii. 
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which this Tel or mound was once probably the Acropolis. Its 
summit presents an irregular surface, now partly occupied by 
stone inclosures, thrown up by the Arabs to form sheep-folds. 
From the base of the mound there gush forth copious and never- 
failing springs of excellent water, which form a small reedy pool 
and marsh, affording an ample supply for very large flocks and 
herds. In July, 1846, there were upwards of 20,000 camels 
and more than 50,000 goats grazing there ; as the fine pastures of 
the surrounding plain attract immense numbers of the 'Anezeh 
Arabs thither during the summer months. Upwards of 1 0,000 
of them then lay encamped round the base of the mound, and 
between it and Nawa. This unfailing supply " of the clearest 
water," as Colonel Leake (Pref. p. xii.) justly observes respect- 
ing Mezarib, "must have made it a place of importance in ancient 
times." The approximate height of the plain of 'Ashtereh above 
the sea, as indicated by the boiling point of water, is about 1300 
feet. 

Mezarib,* I was informed by the Sheikh, was formerly called 
Rihani,f and was built with materials furnished by two ancient 
towns, Semach and Mangola.J The latter is close to Mezarib on 
the E. In the wall of the castle at Mezarib there is a Greek 
inscription, turned topsy-turvy, to the memory of " Quadratiames, 
son of Diogenes, who was beloved by all, and lived seventy 
years." Another fragment relates to a building erected under the 
superintendence of Diogenes and Buosichanus. 

At Saname'in [i.e. the two images] there is a church in ruins, 
the walls of which contain fragments of the pillars of a Roman 
temple and several inscriptions. § 

* Mezarib is the plural of mizrab — a canal, an artificial watercourse. — F. S. It is 
spelt raezeiiib in the Jilian-numa (p. 538), and mezreib in the Manasik (p. 122). 

t Rihani signifies fragrant, abounding in Rihan, . . i. e. ocymum, or marjoram.^ 
— F. S.' 

J Semaj and Mankolah -.J final is commonly pronounced in Syria like ch, and k like 
a hard g. The first of these sounds is borrowed by the Arabs from the Turks, who, like 
the Germans, always give a final medial the sound of a tenuis ; or, in other words, 
pronounce a final sonant as a surd. Ch is a sound foreign to the Semitic languages, 
but common in Turkish, Persian, and Hindi. — F. S. 

} Copies of seven of tliese inscrijjtions are given ill Capt. Newbold's paper; but as 
they have been, witli one exception, all published, it is not necessary to insert them 
here. Six of them are Nos. 4554, 4555, a, b, and c, 4556, and 4558, in Boeckh's 
Corpus Inscript. Graeo. iii. p. 247-249. The seventh is only a small fragment of an 
inscription on the base of a statue erected by •' the community " in honour of •* some 
one who had performed his public duties in a religious manner^" 
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Route from Damascus IDimeshk] to Tel 'Ashtereh. 
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First Day, to Saname'in. , 

i H. M. 

From Babu-Uah (the Gate of God) to the village of Elkadam | 15 

Passed successively the small and nearly contiguous villages] \ 
of Jifteh, El SeLeineh, and El Sebeinat (Zebeineh, andj-i 25 
Zebeinat of Burckhardt), about a mile to the left. ' j 

A spring and rivulet 

Cross the Nahr-el-berdi * [Papyrus river] running N.E. to the 
Bahret el Merj [Meadow Lake]. Village of El Sherafiyeh 
a mile to the right 

Gentle ascent over a spur of Antilibanus, running E. by N. to 
the heights (trap) of Leja, and about 200 feet high. This 
ridge separates the Ghuteh, or valley, of Damascus from the 
more elevated lands of Hauran. The stony tract of Wa'r-el 
jamus [buffalo's rough-road] lies immediately to the left. 

From Damascus to the foot of this ridge, called El mefakhkhar 
[the elevated], the base of the plain is a stratum of travertine 
often enclosing fragments, round or angular, of subjacent 
limestone and trap. A similar formation prevails iu the merj 
[plain] all round Damascus. 

The ridge consists of a marine, chalky, and compact limestone 
invaded and altered by the great trap formation of Haliran. 

Summit of the ridges whence the great Mosque of Damascus! 
bears N. 30» E. Tlie Peak of Jebel El-thenayat, at the I 
Pass leading from the Aleppo road, bears N. 45" E., andl 
Mount Hermon, W. 8» N. 

Descent to the large village of Elkisweh [Kusweh, in Abu-1- 
feda, Takwim-ul-buldan, p. 253] on the left bank of a fine 
rivulet. El a'waj [the winding], which runs througli gardens 
and groves of poplars and willows in a N. easterly direction 
from the Hasibiyah J mountains to the § Bahiretu-l meij. 
Crossed by a fine paved bridge, in which there are fragments 
of columns, &c. Soil, a ricii brown loam, interspersed with 
round and angular fragments of basalt and limestone. 

Kisweh,|| a conical peak (truncated cone of trap, 2 miles dis- 
tant) bears E. 26" S.; Mount Hermon, W. 16° N. 

Short ascent from tlie Bridge to Khan Dliii-l Nun,^ a station on 
tlie Great Pilgrim's road. 

Khan Dhu-1-Nuii, a station on the high road of the Pilgrims, i 
It is a large, square, castellated Serai, flanked by semi- 1 
circular towers of basalt. A rivulet, wliich forms a marsh } 
in front of the gate, runs towards the E. There are remains I 
of a causeway of rough-hewn blocks of basalt. 
Bearings from Khan Dliu-1-Nun : — 

Village so called, disfaTtt about a mile in the plain, S. 40*^ E. 
Kelb Hauran [Tlie Dog of Hauran], highest peak 

in tlie ridge E. of Haul iin .... S. 22" E. 
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Genl. Direct. 



S. 30° W. 



40 



S. 10« E. 
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* Baradi, Abu-1-feda, p. 230. 

f Etuaia, Newbold ; Sahnaya, Burckhardt, p. 43. 

I Hasbeya, in Burckhardt and Capt. Newbold's paper. — F. S. 

Probahly it should be Buheiret;, the diminutive-of bahret — a lake. — F. S. 

Ij Misspelt Kisweh, by Capt. Newbold. It should be pronounced Kusweli, accord- 
ing to Abu-1-fe'da (Takwim, 253). 

^ Daniin of Burckhardt, and Capt. Newbold Dhu-1-Nun, pronounced DhCi-u-nun, 
is abbreviated into Du-n-nun, and Dunun by the common people, who never give its 
prviper sound to the latter dhal (dh), and shorten the first syllable, by tlirowing too 
much emphasis on the last. The name of Dhu-1-Niin, the patriarch of the Sufis, is 
held in great veneration by all Moslims. (D'Herbelot, Dhoulnoun.) — F. S, 



Capt. Newbold on the Site of Ashtaroth. 



335 



Bearings from Khan Dhu-1-Nun — continued. 

Mount Hernion . . . . . .W.apoN 

Kisweh Peak ..... due E. 

Village so named N. 32° E. 

From Kisweh the road passes over a partially cultivated plain, 
bounded to the E. by a jagged range of trap called Jebel 
mani' [Mount Hinderere], from 200 to 600 feet high ; and 
to tlie W. by Antilibanus, comprising the steeps of Mount 
Hermon rising to nearly 900 feet above the level of the sea. 
This great plain, down to Bosra and Salkhad, rests on an 
enormous sheet of trap, both vesicular and compact; but the 
first variety is most prevalent, and indicates the absence of 
any great pressure during eruption. Tlie soil of this plain 
is brown of various shades, generally of a dark coffee-colour, 
and rarely of the deep black of the soil of India. Its sur- 
face is often black with fragments of basalt scattered over it, 
in which the iron has been gradually oxidated by the action 
of the atmosphere, and mingled with disintegrated silex and 
alumen. This at first forms a dark-greenish brown soil, but 
eventually, by further oxydation, becomes a rusty brown, or 
dark coffee-coloured earth, which, when mixed with lime or 
vegetable matter much decayed, commonly becomes darker 
or nearly black. 

Continuing across the plain, the road passes near tlie village of 
Laki, a mile distant on tlie right, and by Kasr Fir'aiin 
[Pharaoh's Castle], called Subbet Fir'a5n [equivalent to 
Tel Fir aim] by Burckhardt (p. 54), a ruined tower on a 
long, "flat-topped range of trap, a mile aiida half to the right. 
This chain is called Jebel Khiyarah, and continues some 
miles further to tlie S. running parallel to the Jebel m&iii". 

This tract is subsequently encumbered with blocks and bare 
plateaus of basalt, the outgoings of a large dyke, with a sur- 
face deeply scored and corrugated, like that of recent streams 
of lava, as far as Ghabaghib, [erroneously] called Ghabarib 
by Burckhardt.* It is a village of about 20 houses, inha- 
bited by Moslims, and has an old khan supported by pillars 
of basalt. The bas-reliefs over the gateway resemble those 
found on ruins of the age of the Lower Empire. 

The plain is here in many places rocky ; and passing Mutbir 
and Didi on the left, we reached Saname'in [the two idols], 
a village containing 60 liouses, inhabited by Moslims. Its 
entrance is encumbered by great blocks of basalt. 

Mount Hermon here bears . . . N. 33° 30' W 

Kelb HaiJrau S. 42» E. 

Second Day to Nawa. 

Over the plain, partially covered willi blocks of trap, to the 
village of Inkhil [Oiikhal, or Oiihal ?], containing about 50 
houses, inhabited by Moslims, difficult of access from being 
placed in the midst of bare trap-rocks. The skeletons of 
several ancient buildings remain Iiere witli fragments of 
columns and entablatures, all in the style of the Lower 
Empire. 

Sanamein bears from hence . . . . N. 41''30'E. 

The plain is strewed with trap-blocks (in situ) ; the soil, rust-.^ 
coloured, partially cultivated witli dhurrah [sorghum vul- 
gare], as far as the ruins of Omm Turrah (Burckhardt, 
p. 346), covering an area of about a quarter of a mile, and 
consisting of foundations and skeletons of houses with frag- 
inents of pillars and small heavy basalt doors, all similar in 
style to those at Ezra', Bosra, &c. 



3 4 



1 35 

48 



36 



1 



53 

8 37 



1 35 



30 



GenT. Direct. 



S. 32° W. 



S. 2° VV. 



S. 5' E. 



.S. i\- 30' \V. 



His ear mistook gh for r; a mistake -.-ery easily made. — F. S. 
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Nawa here bears ..... S. 36° W 

Tel Onhal or Oiikhal [Bee or PalmlnU], a conical hill of I 
trap, with ruins of foundations andskeletons of houses formed > 
of basalt. J 

Cross the road from Jasim to Shemseliin.* wliich lies about ) 
2 miles to the left. J 

Bterra [Obteira ? — Obta', of Burckhardt, p. 239], foundationsj 

and skeletons of houses two stories high, the upper ones being I 

supported by round arches of excellent masonry, fragments | 

of pillars scattered about, all basalt. ■* 

Mount Hermon bears . . . , N. 15° W. 

KelbHauran S. 53° E. 

The surrounding country is an irregular plain, dotted with 
numerous tela, mounds, and truncated cones of basalt, cul- 
tivated near the villages with wheat and dhurrah. The 
wheat liad been reaped and housed in the latter end of May 
and beginning of June. The dhurrah was now (July 2nd) 
a foot high. The rest of the plain, with the common billan (?) 
and camel's thorn [shauku-l-jimallf afford excellent pasture 
for the flocks and camels of 'Anezeh Arabs, 

Across the plain to Nana ..... 

Mount Hei-mon bears . . . . N. 10° W. 

Over the plain to Sheikh Sa'd, — a .saint's tomb on a hill, at a] 
small distance, to the right of which there is an extensive > 
ruin, j 

Over the plain and across a watercourse to Tel 'Ashtereh 



H. M. 


40 


28 


44 


3 57 


I 15 


1 43 


40 


16 14 



Genl. Direct. 

> s. se^w. 



S. 36''VV. 

S. 14° W. 
S. 34° W. 



[The whole distance, therefore, is 16 hours 14 min., or about 50 miles. In spelling 
the names of the places mentioned in this paper, Abu-1-feda's Geography, and Katib 
Chelebi or Haji Khalifah's Jihin-numa (Speculum Mundi), together ivith other Asiatic 
works, have been followed, though Capt. Newbold often differs from them in his 
orthography, as be was evidently misled by Burckhardt, whose ear occasionally betrayed 
him into error from want of access to books, which would have been safe guides ; and 
in the earlier part of his travels in Syria, not sufficiently fiimiliar witli Arabic to be 
aware of such mistakes. It is much to be lamented that M. Bianchi's ' Aversion of tiie 
MenSsiku-1-hajj,' published by the Geographical Society at Paris (Recueil de Voyages, 
ii. 81), and M. Jauberfs translation of ' Idrisi' (Paris, 1836), were so hastily prepared 
for the press as to be disfigured by numerous errors. The latter might liave been 
materially improved by a collation of the MSS. at Oxford, one of which is perliaps 500 
years old ; and the Men&sik is in many places copied from tlie Jihin-numa, wliich is 
always correct when derived from Asiatic authorities, and might have been easily con- 
sulted at Paris.] 

[Dr. Schiitz, Prussian consul at Jerusalem, gave to Capt. Newbold a 
copy of the following inscription in the interior of the mosque erected 
over the tomb of Abraham at Hebron, which he had received from a 
Muslimin. It is remarkable as having been, with the exception of two 
proper names, accurately transcribed by a Musliman, unless he were a 
Cypriote or Candiote, some of whom can read as well as speak Greek; 
and though not older, probably, than the fourth or fifth century, if so 



* Keskin in the Menasiku-1-hajj, p. 122. — F. S. 

f Perhaps these names of plants are used in India j they do not occur in our dic- 
tionaries, unless shauku-l-jiinal be synonymous with shauku-1-ba'ir, •'. e., a thistle.— 
F. S. 
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old, it shows that at that early period the Christians helieved this to le 
the burial-place of the patriarch. 

Ari€ABPAAMBlOH08 ONAOY 
AONCOYNIAONTONAHAPHA 
PAPHAKAIArAGHMepON 
kAiYnANKAU)MAIBIO[N]KAI0W 
MACIANKAIABAAKAKAIANA 
CTACIAN 

" Holy Abraham, assist thy servant 
Nilus, son of Daniel (?) . , . 
and Agathemerus, and Hygia, 
and Omobius (?), and Thomasia, 
and Ablax, and Anastasia." 

[The dotted letters, though distinct in Captain Newbold's copy, are in part at least 
wrong : Omobius and Ablax are doubtful ; the rest is perfectly clear and correct.] 

The following extract from the Jibdn-numd (pp. 538, 539) will clear 
up some difficulties and throw some additional light on the itinerary of 
Captain Newbold, and that given by Burckhardt (Syria, p. 656) : — 

" When the pilgrims have assembled in the noble Damascus (Sham- 
sherif), the Emir Hajj [commander of the pilgrims], accompanied by a 
great procession, on the 15th of the month of Shawwdl, to the Kubbetu- 
1-Mjj [chapel of the pilgrims], proceeds from thence to Kusweh : they 
then advance in different parties from the 'Akabatu-1-hajjaj [ascent of 
the pilgrims], and meet together at Mezeirib. 

" In fact, they go from Kusweh to Dhu-1 Nun, where frumety made 
with sour milk [terkhaneh] is cooked and distributed to them, in conse- 
quence of a charitable bequest made by Ibnu-1-fIusna ; and at that place 
a toll is levied on the Muslim pilgrims. Then they go on to Sanamein, 
passing in the way by Khaui Zeit. Sanamein is a village belonging to 
the Kawwas-6ghlu family of Turkomans; it is well supplied with 
water ; and has various kinds of birds, and the well-known animals 
called leeches are caught in its reedy pools and carried for sale to 
Damascus. The pilgrims then go on to Tel Fir'aiin, and afterwards to 
Ghabdghib, where there is a tower built by Sultkn Selim. Here the 
pilgrims of the Kawwas-oghlii family, whose tents (direkler) extend all 
the way between Dhu-1-Nun and Sanamein, are waiting for the rest. 
From Sanamein they go to Mezeirib, passing in their way the stream at 
Dileh, where there is a spring, and at Mezeirib they must wait till the 
Emir Hdjj comes up." 

" Mezeirib, which is in the country of Hauran, has a spring; Sultan 
Selim built a castle there : and as soon as the pilgrims have arrived, a 
market (bazar) is established, and they halt there five or ten days, or 
more. Ketibeh [Kethineh, Burckb.], lying to the S.W. of Mezeirib, 
has many springs and streams, but it is in the opposite direction. 
Thence, on the Hauran side of the road, they proceed, half a day's 
journey distant, to Ezra'at,* where there are wells with water. From 

* Edhia"at, in Abu-1-leda ; Draa, iu Burckhardt, p. 241. 
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thence they proceed to Mafrak, N.E. of Salkhad, on level ground, but 
waterless. Sometimes, from fear of floods, they do not halt at Ezra'at. 
From Mafrak they go to Zarka (Wadi Zarka of Burckhardt, p. 249), 
where there is running water, with a ruined castle called Kal'atu-l-azrak 
[blue castle], with several stream?, and date-trees. It is one day's 
journey to the N.E."]— F. S. 



XX. — Volcano of Saddle Island. — Being an extract from the 
Log of H.C. steam-vessel ' Victoria,' Lieut. W. C. Barker, 
Commander. Communicated by the Court of Directors of the 
Hon. East India Company. 

Friday, August 14, 1846. — a.m. : Fresh breeze and thick cloudy 
weather. Daylight : Thick cloudy weather. Passing the Zebayer 
Island at lOh 30m, observed a very threatening appearance to the 
westward; made all snug; secured guns on board, boats, &c. ; 
very vivid lightning, followed by distinct though distant thunder. 
Observed smoke issuing from the summit of Saddle Island, the 
westernmost central island of the Zebayer group, in a dense sul- 
phurous-looking cloud, till the thickness of the weather shut it 
from view, lOh 30m. A very heavy squall from the west- 
north-west, accompanied with thunder and lightning, with very 
heavy rain. Noon : Strong gusts and rising sea ; shipping heavy 
seas; passed the steamer 'Hindostan;' bearings Northern Zebayer 
Island (Haycock) N.N.E. about four miles, p.m. : The wind Sud- 
denly died away; weather clearing up; and again freshened up. 
Strong breeze, with dark cloudy weather ; incessant rain. 3h 5m : 
The Quoin Rock bore E.S.E. ; squally unsettled weather. Sun- 
set : Thick cloudy weather, with heavy rain. 7h 15m : Jibbel Tir 
High Peak E.^^S. 8h : Fresh breeze and cloudy, with heavy rain. 
Much lightning to the northward. Midnight : ditto weather. 

The Zebayer Islands, of which Saddle Island is one, are in 
15^ 7' N. and 42° 12' E. They are all of volcanic origin; but 
there is neither record nor tradition of their having been in active 
operation. Jibbel Tir, in 15° 32' N., 41° 55' E., was observed 
to be smoking when visited by the officers of the ' Benares,' during 
the survey of the Red Sea, but never since. There is a tradition 
among the Arab pilots of its having been on fire since fifty years 
ao-o. It bears the name of Jibbel Dukhan (Hill of Smoke) among 
many of them. It certainly has the appearance of having been in 
active operation at a much later period than the Zebayer Islands. 

Everything regarding these islands is of great importance to 
the navigation of the Red Sea, as they are right in the track of 
vessels proceeding up and down. 



